
Submission from Patrick Mallon 

I am writing to voice my concerns about The Higher Education Governance 
(Scotland) Bill in the hope that this appeal will force my elected MSPs to reject this 
proposed legislation. I hope to outline my concerns below.  

Having spent some time considering which university to attend myself, around six 
years ago, it was specifically the diversity of options and types of universities that 
Scotland had to offer that allowed me to find something that fit my preferences. To 
homogenise the HE sector would be to take away the edge that various universities 
have in different fields. For a country as small as Scotland to have as many 
institutions as it does is a reflection of the different niches that universities fill; and a 
clear sign as to why these places of learning should not be forced into the same neat 
box.  

For me, it was the reputation, globally, of the institutions I attended that encouraged 
me to take a place firstly at Edinburgh University and then at St Andrews. I found 
both to be entirely different- for many of my friends and colleagues, Edinburgh was 
the perfect place for them- for me, it was not and I found the different structure, 
subjects on offer, and pastoral system at St Andrews to be ideal for my particular 
preferences. If the ancient universities are forced to change centuries of tradition and 
academic excellence, and abandon the educational developments that they have 
developed in the past five hundred years then they cannot possibly hope to compete 
in the same global market as they have in the past.  

The more modern universities that operate in a different niche market often have the 
ability to change and adapt to offer more vocational courses and fulfil the needs of a 
growing number of students from the domestic and international market and should 
not be forced to merge their more business-centric managerial model with the 
traditional governance of the ancient universities.  

One of the most valuable things about the HE sector is its autonomy. Universities are 
able to criticise and support any institutions or bodies when necessary. They are 
able to invest time, money, and resources in line with research interests and goals. 
They are able to seek funding from multiple different sources in order to achieve the 
strategic development, research, and academic plan for the particular institution. 
Having sat on the Widening Participation Steering Group at the University of St 
Andrews, I met with colleagues from the Scottish Funding Council, and know that 
government policy already already has sufficient influence on the strategic planning 
and budgeting of the university. The question then poses itself: why does the 
Scottish Government believe it has any right to cause detriment the autonomy of the 
HE sector? There should not be the possibility of a conflict of interest between the 
public funds tendered to a university and the strategic plan of the institution.  

Any unnecessarily bureaucratic legislation that affects the HE sector in such a way 
as to weaken the autonomy and academic reputations in the Scottish HE sector, as 
well as weaken the Scottish economy, as this bill will, should not be allowed to pass 
into law and I urge this committee to take heed of these concerns.  

 

Kind regards, 



 

 

  

 


